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specified conditions; in several provinces to mothers whose husbands are in penal institu­
tions, or who are divorced or legally separated; in some, to unmarried mothers; and in 
Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia to Indian mothers. Foster mothers are eligible under 
certain circumstances in most provinces. 

The age limit for children is 16 years in most provinces, with provision made to extend 
payment for a specified period if the child is attending school or if he is physically or 
mentally handicapped. In all provinces applicants must satisfy conditions of need and 
residence but the amount of outside income and resources allowed and the length of 
residence required prior to application vary, the most common period being one year. 
One province has a citizenship requirement. 

8.—Mothers' Allowances, by Province, as at Mar. 31,1964 with Totals for 1960-61 
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1 Includes dependent fathers assisted under the General Welfare Assistance Act. 2 An additional 3,275 
families with 9,774 children were assisted under Part III of the Public Welfare Act; cost of allowances for this group 
is not available separately. ! Caseload merged with social assistance; no separate figures available. * Ex­
clusive of British Columbia. 

Subsect ion 2.—General Assistance 

All provinces make legislative provision for general assistance on a means or needs 
test basis to needy persons and their dependants who cannot qualify for other forms of aid, 
and some provinces include those whose benefits under other programs are not adequate. 
Where necessary, the aid may be for maintenance in homes for special care. Besides 
financial aid for the basic needs of food, clothing, shelter and utilities, a number of prov­
inces also provide incapacitation or rehabilitation allowances, counselling and home-
making services, and post-sanatorium care. This assistance is administered by the prov­
ince or by the municipalities with substantial financial support from the province, which, 
in turn, is reimbursed by the Federal Government under the Unemployment Assistance 
Act for 50 p.c. of the provincial and municipal assistance given (see p . 325). 

The provincial departments of public welfare have regulatory and supervisory powers 
over municipal administration of general assistance and may require certain standards as 
a condition of provincial aid. Length of residence is not a condition of aid in any province, 
but the residence of the applicant as defined by statute determines which municipality may 
be financially responsible for his aid. This rule does not apply in three provinces; British 
Columbia and Saskatchewan have equalized municipal payments and Quebec does not 
require its municipalities to contribute to general assistance costs. Provinces with unor­
ganized areas take responsibility for aid in these districts. Under the federal Unemploy­
ment Assistance Act, all provinces have agreed that residence shall not be a condition of 
assistance for applicants who move from one province to another. For persons without 


